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GENEVA TO NAIROBI: 
MOVING TOWARDS A GENDER-JUST POST-
2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK

Women’s Caucus - UN CBD gears up for 
the Fourth Open-Ended Working Group on 

the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework (WG2020-4) with virtual 

workshop

In preparation for the Convention on Biological
Diversity’s (CBD) Fourth Open-Ended Working
Group meeting (WG2020-4) on the post-2020
global biodiversity framework in Nairobi, Kenya
this 21-26 June, the Women’s Caucus - UN CBD
organized a virtual workshop on June 2 for
members and ally organizations.

The workshop, hosted by Women4Biodiversity, provided a space where Women’s Caucus
- UN CBD members and ally organizations shared reflections and concrete text proposals
on the post-2020 global biodiversity framework’s (GBF) Goals and Targets.

Furthermore, in preparation for WG2020-4, Women4Biodiversity shared an internal brief
highlighting the need and importance of having a stand-alone gender equality target in the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 

Access the text proposals of the Women’s Caucus - UNCBD for WG2020-4 here.

Dominican Republic and Tanzania support 
and amplify the need for a stand-alone 
gender equality target in the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework

Representatives from the Dominican Republic and the United Republic of Tanzania, both
Parties to the CBD, reiterated their respective Parties’ support for a stand-alone gender
equality target, Target 22, in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. They shared their
thoughts during the #WomenAreInOurSharedFuture live interviews hosted by
Women4Biodiversity to celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity last May 22.
 

They said Target 22 would fill the gender gaps of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Read more
about their insights on Target 22 here.

60 Seconds Matter - WATCH: Parties, 
partners and allies share support for a 

stand-alone gender equality target in the 
post-2020 GBF 

As a continuation of the #GenderIsABiodiversityIssue campaign launched before the UN
Biodiversity Conference in Geneva, representatives from partner and ally organizations
expressed their support for Target 22, a stand-alone gender equality target in the post-
2020 global biodiversity framework. Representatives from the International Indigenous
Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB), ICCA Consortium, Global Youth Biodiversity Network
(GYBN), and Women4Biodiversity partner pilot site Pastoral Communities Empowerment
Programme (PACEP) shared why they support Target 22.

Watch the videos on YouTube. You can also find them on Women4Biodiversity’s social
media accounts (Twitter | Facebook | Instagram). Search #GenderIsABiodiversityIssue in
these platforms.

Women’s rights and human rights in the 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework

A human rights-based approach (HRBA)
in the environmental context means that
everyone’s rights to land, self-
determination, and water, among others,
should be equally observed. Two vital
pillars of HRBA are gender equality and
intergenerational equity, which have been
brought to the negotiations by the
Women’s Caucus - UN CBD and other
major groups to be integrated into the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework.
This blog post looks at the 21 targets of
the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework through a human rights and
gender lens.

Centering gender in the post-2020 GBF

“While a lot of progress has been made on crafting and shaping the goals, theory of
change, and targets for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, the Convention has
yet to truly center gender issues. Of the 21 targets within the draft Framework, only one
mentions women, and no single target mentions gender.”

Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) Senior Global Policy Lead
Mwanahamisi (“Mishy”) Singano reflects on gender in the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework after participating in the CBD meetings in Geneva last March. Read more here.

Conservation must include human rights
and gender equality

A human rights-based approach is vital in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, said
biologist Vivienne Solís Rivera, who is part of the Costa Rica-based human rights and
conservation cooperative CoopeSoliDar R.L, in an interview with Mongabay. She said that
this would help ensure that rights holders, primarily indigenous peoples and local
communities, have a priority as custodians of marine resources. She also added that
women’s rights are an important part of the human rights-based approach. 
 
“How will we measure this human-rights-based approach once it’s accepted in the targets
or throughout the GBF? We have been pushing for the consideration of all these issues,
especially that of women’s rights. For example, there’s a proposal for an additional target,
Target 22 [a stand-alone target for gender equality in the post-2020 GBF], which we are
very happy about because many bodies have approved it,” she said.

CAMPAIGNS FOR INTERNATIONAL DAYS

International Biodiversity Day (22 May 2022) 
#WomenAreInOurSharedFuture live interviews 

with Dominican Republic and Tanzania

To celebrate the International Day for
Biodiversity on May 22 with the theme
“Building a shared future for all life on
earth” and to keep advancing a gender-
responsive post-2020 global biodiversity
framework, Women4Biodiversity held
#Women Are In Our Shared Future Live
Interviews with representatives from the
Dominican Republic and the United
Republic of Tanzania.

For women to be truly part of the planet’s
“shared future,” representatives from both
Parties highlighted the need for a gender-
responsive framework by including the
stand-alone gender equality target, Target
22.

Watch the full interview with the
Dominican Republic here and the one with
Tanzania here.

Earth Day (22 April): 
An investment in women is an investment in 

our planet

The theme for Earth Day last April 2022
was “Invest in Our Planet.” An investment
in women, who have knowledge and
practices on sustainable use of natural
resources and conservation of
biodiversity, is an investment in our planet.

See Women4Biodiversity’s carousel
(Instagram | Facebook | Twitter) sharing
more about this insight. Read the guest
blog post from the International Funders
for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP) discussing
more about the importance of investing in
women and IFIP’s work for indigenous
women.

VOW (VOICES OF WOMEN) IN ADVOCACY 

Stockholm+50: Gender equality needed to 
realize rights to a clean, healthy, sustainable 

environment

Realizing the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment requires getting us
back on track to achieve gender equality by 2030. This should be at the center of
Stockholm+50, which was missing at the 1972 Conference. To “build back forward better,”
we need to bend the curve of inequality and injustice and embed a human rights-based
approach for a healthy environment and address the combined triple crisis of climate
change, biodiversity loss and pollution.  

These were among the key messages Women4Biodiversity Director Mrinalini Rai shared
during the Stockholm+50 associated event “Catalysing Change: grassroots activism for the
right to a healthy environment” last June 1 organized  by  the  Raoul Wallenberg Institute
(RWI),  China  Dialogue  and  the  UN  Office  of  the  High Commissioner  for  Human 
Rights  (OHCHR).

The main Stockholm+50 Conference last 2-3 June featured plenary sessions where
leaders made calls for bold environmental action to accelerate the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Earlier, Rai shared her insights during the Stockholm+50 Informal Working Groups for the
Leadership Dialogues last April 22. You can watch the recording of Women4Biodiversity’s
intervention here.
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More gender perspective needed

at the 2nd Asia Parks Congress

Screenshot from Asia Parks Congress website

Gender dimensions and the recognition of women’s agency is lacking in protected and
conserved areas management. The recent Asia Parks Congress showed that, according to
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Global Governance Policy Coordinator Cristina
Eghenter. The 2nd Asia Parks Congress was held in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia last 25 to 29
May.

Eghenter pointed out that there was little to no mention of women in declarations, including
the Api-Api Declaration of indigenous peoples and local communities. “Often, unless
women speak up on this, the gender dimension is overlooked,” Eghenter said. She cited
instances of women taking initiative sharing about women’s unique biodiversity-related
knowledge and practices during the Congress.

Bhavya George of Keystone Foundation was among those who brought attention to a
gender perspective during the Congress at   a side event organized by Conservation
International and the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of
Sustainability (UNU-IAS). During that side event “Expert Dialogue: Making OECMs Work:
Production Landscapes for Effective Area-based Conservation”, George shared her
insights on a gender-based and inclusive approach on Other Effective Area-Based
Conservation Measures (OECMs).
“In recent times at least after years of effort, IPLCs are getting considered [in platforms like
this], but the conversation about gender is still at stake,” George noted.

Bhavya George of Keystone Foundation presenting during the “Expert Dialogue: Making OECMs work: Production 

landscapes for effective area-based conservation” side event during the 2nd Asia Parks Congress

Women’s knowledge and practices for food 
security on the spotlight at UNCCD COP 15

Side event at the UNCCD Food Day. Women4Biodiversity policy associate Sharon Ruthia on the far right. Photo 

courtesy of ENB-IISD

Women4Biodiversity participated in the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP15) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Abidjan,
Côte d’Ivoire, from 9 to 20 May 2022. At the side event on the impact of women on
transforming food systems on May 12, Women4Biodiversity policy associate Sharon
Ruthia shared how women, through their knowledge and practices, are working to combat
desertification and improve food security. She also underscored the need for women’s
rights to land and resources to be recognized, as these are connected with UNCCD’s
goals. Read her reflections on UNCCD COP 15 here.
Another notable event during COP 15 was Parties to the UNCCD adopting the “Abidjan
declaration on achieving gender equality for successful land restoration.” The declaration
emphasizes securing women’s access to land and their legal control over the land.

Sharing outcomes from the Geneva 
Biodiversity Conference (WG2020-3) at 

UNPFII event on post-2020 GBF

“Women and girls’ rights to a clean and
healthy environment should be
guaranteed as well as their right to access
and control over land and natural
resources.”

This was among the main messages
Women4Biodiversity Director Mrinalini Rai
shared during the event "Indigenous
Peoples, Human Rights and FPIC in the
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework”
last April 29. She also emphasized the
need to adopt the Gender Plan of Action
and the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework with a stand-alone gender
equality target.

The event is a side event to the twenty-
first session of the United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII) last 25 April-6 May 2022.

Watch the recording of the side event
here.

INFORMATION IS POWER:
Webinars and events

A stand-alone gender equality target is 
needed for gender justice in the post-2020 

global biodiversity framework

For there to be true gender justice in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework, the
framework needs to have a stand-alone gender equality target and gender-responsive
indicators. The framework should recognize women’s rights are human rights.

These were the main messages Women4Biodiversity Director Mrinalini Rai shared during
the webinar “Gender Justice and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework” organized
by Global Forest Coalition (GFC), Women Engaged for a Common Future (WECF), and
their partners in the Green Livelihood Alliance (GLA) last May 19. Watch the recording of
the webinar here.

VCWA International Speaker Series 2022: Navigating New 
Realities: Creating an Inclusive Future

Gender equality essential to address climate 
conflict nexus

Last May 5, during the Gender-Climate-Conflict Nexus session in the Vermont Council on
World Affairs (VCWA) International Speaker Series, Women4Biodiversity Director Mrinalini
Rai pointed to the need for gender equality to address climate conflict and biodiversity
loss. 

The VCWA aims to foster the appreciation for and practice of diversity through civil
discourse in order to make a difference in the world through partnering with NGOs,
corporations, government agencies, and individuals to arrange timely discussions on
critical international topics. The theme for this year’s speaker series is “Developing a More
Inclusive Approach to Climate Change Policy.”

NEWS, ARTICLES AND PUBLICATIONS

World Forestry Congress “did not include 
rightful owners of forests”

Governments, academia, civil society,
private sector and other organizations
attended the XV World Forestry Congress
last 2-6 May in Seoul, Korea. Held once
every six years, the Congress is
envisioned to be a forum for the exchange
of views and experiences on all aspects of
forests and forestry, which may lead to
recommendations applicable at national,
regional and global levels.    

Women4Biodiversity guest contributor
Gertrude Kabusimbi Kenyangi from
SWAGEN Uganda, though, raised the
concern on the lack of representation of
Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities (IPLCs), which she wrote
are rightful owners of the forests. Read
her reflections here.

COP1 on Escazu Agreement held

The first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Escazú Agreement (COP 1)  was
held in Chile last 20-22 April. The Escazu is the Regional Agreement on Access to
Information, Public Participation, and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Its main objective is to guarantee the human right to a healthy
environment through promoting the exercise of rights of access to information,
participation, and justice.

Read more about the Escazu agreement for women and girls here and check out the
parallel event organized by Women4Biodiversity partners here (Turn on English in Google
Translate in the upper right-hand corner of the screen to read the English version). You can
find a basic introduction to Escazu through Women4Biodiversity’s videos here.

SUPPORTING GENDER-RESPONSIVE 
LOCAL INITIATIVES 

Wetlands restoration begins with meetings and 
needs assessment in Paraná City, Argentina 

Meeting with the local organization in the wetlands area of Paraná City, Argentina

 

The restoration of a 310-hectare wetland area in Paraná City, Argentina began with virtual
and face-to-face meetings with women from the local organization Cuidadores de la Casa
Común Entre Ríos and indigenous women. Women4Biodiversity’s partners in Argentina -
Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN), in collaboration with Fundación
CAUCE: Cultura Ambiental, Causa Ecologista are working with Cuidadores in restoring the
wetland, which is part of the biggest wetland system in  the country.

The meetings helped identify the areas where the women in the area need capacity
building, such as identifying native flora, eradicating exotic plants, and producing native
plants in their own nursery garden.

This initiative is part of Women4Biodiversity’s “Building resilience and weaving gender-
responsive approaches to biodiversity governance” implemented with the funding support
of Sida through SwedBio at Stockholm Resilience Centre.  The project follows a three-year
practice to policy roadmap with the objectives of building resilience and weaving gender-
responsive actions in ecosystem restoration approaches into national goals and
international commitments through supporting six pilot sites in different regions. Argentina
is one of the pilot sites.

Read more about the initiative here.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Workshop on options to enhance the planning, monitoring, reporting and review
mechanism | Nairobi, Kenya | 17-18 June 2022

Fourth Meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group on the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework (WG2020-4) | Nairobi, Kenya | 21-26 June 2022 

Watch the information briefing here.

Expert workshop on the monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework | Bonn, Germany | 29 June-1 July 2022 

High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF SDGs) 2022 I New
York, United States I 5 - 15 July 2022

 

Keep tuned and spread the good news!
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